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debt and providing for the speedy payment of
the debt now outstanding; fourth, a law liber-
ating the five hundred or more millions now
lying idle in the Treasury; fifth, give to the
people an opportunity to escape from the im-
pending loss of their homes; unless these things
be done at this session, very few of the gentle-
men who occupy seats upon this floor will ever
see them again.

"Our people out "West do not like the combat
to which you summon them, nor the feast that
you set before them, nor yet the contrast that
exists between the inflation mortgages upon
their farms and the resumption hogs they are
forced to sell. There is too great a contrast
between them. There is a screw loose in Fed-
eral legislation, and the people have found
where it is. They have learned that these
parties [Republican and Democratic] are
recreant to their trust and are not legislating
for their interests.

"Let us act as Representatives of the whole
people, and not as politicians, nor for the rings
and cliques of the country."101

This first speech in Congress was very illu-
minating. It not only gave G-eneral Weaver an
opportunity to declare his views upon public
questions, but it also gave him a chance to dis-
play his ability as a debater. His ready use of
scriptural references and quotations was espe-